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Welcome to our 5th annual Santa Cause and the Charities of Christmas Tree Festival. On behalf of all the charities, 
board of directors and myself; thank you so much!

We have raised close to $400,000 for the charities over the past four years. In order to continue  supporting their 
work, we need that number to continue growing. It has proven to be such a blessing for them in so many ways.  

Every time you buy a raffle ticket and deposit it into a charity box, you’re supporting that charity; they get 100% of 
the money.

Please support our Angel, premier business sponsors located on the following pages. Without these gracious people 
we couldn’t raise the money we do. You can support even more business sponsors listed on our website. Without the 
entire Geneva Lake Community coming together on so many fronts, this winter wonderland would not be possible.  
May God and the Universe bless you this holiday season and through the New Year ahead.

Now it’s time to enjoy the fruits of so many peoples labor and take a chance on being one of the big winners! Good 
Luck and thank you for supporting our charities!

Blessings,

Nancy Waspi 
Director, V.P. Board Chair

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  S A N T A  C A U S E  D I R E C T O R

5th Annual

Charities of Christmas
Tree Festival

For over 100 years, the Patrol has been a welcome sight to those who enjoy the many offerings of, and the beauty of Geneva Lake. The Patrol, which has grown 
along with the increased usage and ever-changing demands of the lake community, has received national recognition for excellence from both the American Red 
Cross and the National Safety Council.

Founded by Simeon B. Chapin in 1920, the Water Safety Patrol started out as a small group of people dedicated to spreading the word about the importance 
of safety through posters and bulletins posted at area beaches. Funding was provided through private donations from area residents.  By 1925, the Patrol had 
begun providing lifeguards at several Geneva Lake beaches, and the organization purchased its first Patrol boat. The boat was used as an extension of the 
lifeguard services, and provided rescue and assistance for the increasing numbers of boaters using the lake.

The organization now has 6 boats, provides lifeguard services at 11 different locations around the lake, offers swimming lessons, boat safety classes, lifeguard 
training, and employs a staff of over 80 people.

 Though the organization has grown throughout the years, the main focus remains the same…to keep Geneva Lake safe and enjoyable for all. 

TREE #7

TREE #8

For over 100 years, the Patrol has been a welcome sight to those who enjoy the 
many offerings of, and the beauty of Geneva Lake. The Patrol, which has grown 
along with the increased usage and ever-changing demands of the lake community, 
has received national recognition for excellence from both the American Red Cross 
and the National Safety Council.

Founded by Simeon B. Chapin in 1920, the Water Safety Patrol started out as 
a small group of people dedicated to spreading the word about the importance 
of safety through posters and bulletins posted at area beaches. Funding was 
provided through private donations from area residents.  By 1925, the Patrol had 
begun providing lifeguards at several Geneva Lake beaches, and the organization 
purchased its first Patrol boat. The boat was used as an extension of the lifeguard 
services, and provided rescue and assistance for the increasing numbers of 
boaters using the lake.

The organization now has 6 boats, provides lifeguard services at 11 different 
locations around the lake, offers swimming lessons, boat safety classes, lifeguard 
training, and employs a staff of over 80 people.

As the nation’s oldest and largest volunteer supported mentoring network, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
builds and supports one- to- one mentoring relationships that ignite the power and promise of youth. 
The vision being that all youth achieve their full potential. 

Statistics show that a child matched for a year shows an increase in self- esteem, positive attitude 
towards school  
and a decrease in drug and alcohol use. Potential doesn’t need to be created; it needs to be defended. 

To build strong one-on-one programs we partner with businesses in the community to help create long 
lasting matches. Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Central Wisconsin thanks you for the continued 
support. 

Though the organization has grown throughout the years, the main focus remains the same…to keep Geneva Lake safe and enjoyable for all. 
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At Boys & Girls Club of Walworth County, it is our mission to enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to 
reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens.

Walworth County Boys & Girls Club team members are committed to being advocates for our young people by providing safe 
places in the Walworth County communities where children and teens can learn and grow – all while having fun.

Special Methods in Learning Equine Skills, 
Inc. (SMILES) was established in 1985 in 
Darien, Wisconsin and is a Premier Accredited 
Center through the Professional Association 
of Therapeutic Horsemanship (PATH Int’l). Our 
mission is to transcend traditional therapeutic 
methods by offering individuals with special
needs the joy of participating in an 
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TREE #6If you’ve ever known unconditional love, you’d agree it is a rare gift.  Dan Green embodied this 
gift. He was one of these rare, benevolent souls.  “In 2011 we lost Dan; this angel who walked 
on earth amongst us all.”  He made us want to be better people, because he was the better 
person; the kind, thoughtful, selfless person that we all prayed we could be. That is why in 
2012, Mary Kriete-Green and a group of very close friends started Dan Green’s Touch a Life, 
Heal a Heart, Inc.; a non-profit 501c3 organization that benefits the people of Walworth County.  
Our mission has been to help those in need, friends and strangers alike, through some of their 
difficult times, just as Dan used to do.  We fund raise so we can donate and give back and we 
volunteer so we can help others do the same.  Over the years, our efforts have both grown and 
transformed! We are probably most well-known for the annual event that Dan founded in 2008: 
Pig in the Park.  It began as a way to pay for the playground equipment in Reid Park.

  Once that was paid off, proceeds from this family focused fundraiser turned to benefit Camp One Step’s campers, and the 
pavilion project in Reid Park.  In September of 2018, we hosted a new event with The Farm Way, which enabled us to support 
“my Team Triumph”.  With proceeds from Santa Cause, we aim to help take care of the people of Walworth County by giving to 
Open Arms Free Clinic, the local food pantries, Health and Human Services of Walworth County’s toy drive and organizations who 
help our local Veterans.  Supporting our foundation means supporting less fortunate residents of Walworth County.    
(www.dangreenstouchalifehealaheart.org )

Inspiration Ministries is at the forefront of providing hope and encouragement to adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities for over 70 years in the Lake Geneva community.  Inspiration Ministries stands out 
because of its warm, loving, family environment. We believe that all people – including people with disabilities 
– are made on purpose, for a purpose. We believe that every human being deserves to live life to the fullest.  
Inspiration Ministries strives to meet the needs of the whole person through the following: 
• Assistive, supportive and nursing care services. 
• Life and spiritual enrichment.
• Work placement services. 
• Tailored meal plans. 
• Transportation fostering community engagement.
• Collaborations with dental services, therapy services and behavioral health
             specialists to strengthen continuity of care.

Inspiration Ministries launched a new employment opportunity in 2020 for individuals with disabilities.  
Inspired, a premium coffee shop located in downtown Lake Geneva, Wisconsin employs people with 
intellectual, developmental and physical disabilities.   Inspired is designed to be a launching pad, not a 
landing pad, where the trainees learn on-the-job training and eventually transition into other employment 
opportunities.   Inspired empowers trainees to live with greater purpose and achieve their personal best.

Norman B. Barr Camp’s mission is to 
provide a free, Christian-based summer 
camp experience for those in need that 
enriches lives through the enjoyment of 
God’s gifts of nature, community, and 
faith. Our campers light up the minute 
they arrive. Their smiles can be seen 
throughout camp. You will hear squeals 
of joy as they join in swimming, fishing, 
boating, kayaking, hiking as well as arts

These life-changing experiences that we give our economically disadvantaged campers are made possible by the year-round 
efforts of many volunteers and the generous support from people like you. Thank you for helping us continue Rev. Barr’s mission 
since 1909.

Circle of Friends was established in 2005 in Walworth County. 
On a simple principle assist those who need a hand up in life. 
We strive to offer our clients with a sense of hope during their 
darkest hours. We are committed to helping people in need.

Donate = Shoppers = Helping Others

and crafts. Laughter can be heard on our playground, sports court, and in our 
game room. Guest artists, magicians, and coaches delight our campers each 
week. There are devotions and talents shows, singing, campfires as well as 
movies under the night sky!

equine assisted program which provides social, emotional, physical and personal rewards. 
Now, 36 years later, SMILES continues to offer therapeutic horseback riding and unmounted 
programming to children and adults with all types of disabilities. Whether it be physical, 
emotional, cognitive, or a developmental disability, SMILES has a place for those seeking a 
unique and alternative therapeutic experience. Programming is designed to address individual 
goals while providing a safe and accepting group atmosphere where students can work on 
improving positive social interactions with peers and trusted adults. 
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